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To the Iraqi Kurdistan Parliament:
Protest Statement

The extent of the injustice and marginalization of the Chaldean Assyrian Syriac component in the
elections in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq in past sessions, and in the recent elections for the Iraqi
Council of Representatives that took place in May, as a result of the exploitation of the legitimate seats
for parties and blocs, and in the [Kurdistan] region specifically by the Kurdistan Democratic Party bloc,
with the behavior of other blocs the same methodology in the upcoming parliamentary elections,
including Gorran.
At the federal level in the Iraqi Parliament, the work of the representatives of our people successfully
addressed the paragraph on the seats in the election law as it relates to the minority quota. The Iraqi
Council of Representatives Amendment No. 45 of 2013 within the third amendment to the law was
ratified by the Federal Court to protect the seats of the quota and protect the free will of the
component to elect their representatives.
In the Kurdistan Region, although the representatives of our people in parliament have submitted a
proposal to amend the election law under the KRG to separate the election of representatives of
minority components, it is regrettable that the position of the Kurdistan Democratic Party bloc was to
reject the request and prevent the inclusion of the proposed amendment on the parliament agenda.
Dear brothers:
These practices aim to undermine the will of our constituents and results in a violation of their
legitimate aspirations, and therefore, we demand that these seats be protected as a case of positive
discrimination enjoyed by our people. Violations of this concept defeat the purpose of the quota seats.
The election experience of our people is not new. It was adopted when the first elections of the Iraqi
Kurdistan Parliament were held in 1992 and were a success. It was a demonstration of the keenness of
our Kurdish partners to support the legitimate rights of our people and the strengthening of our
relations.
In conclusion, we emphasize the requirement to amend the law in a way that ensures the preservation
of the integrity of the quota seats by updating the register of special voters of this national component,
and to set a special day for the elections with separate ballots for the quota lists and special polling
stations. With appreciation.
Signature:
The masses of our Chaldean Assyrian Syriac people protesting before the Iraqi Kurdistan Parliament
Erbil, July 30, 2018

