Call to Action

POLICY
Write a letter to Iranian Authorities INSTITUTE

BACKGROUND

Two ethnic Assyrians in Iran, Pastor Victor Bet-Tamraz and his wife Shamiran Issavi, have
each been sentenced to ten years in prison for activities related to the practice of their
Christian faith. Bet-Tamraz and Issavi, as well as two Christian converts named Amin Afshar-
Naderi and Hadi Asgari, have been targeted for “illegal church activities” which “threaten
national security” in order to justify their convictions. Authorities have cited private
Christmas gatherings, organizing and conducting house churches, as well as traveling outside
of the country to attend Christian seminars in their case.

How you can help

Please write in English, Persian, or your own language calling on Iranian authorities to:

¢ Quash the convictions and sentences of Victor Bet-Tamraz, Shamiram Issavi, Amin
Afshar-Naderi, and Hadi Asgari, as they have been targeted solely for the peaceful
exercise of their rights to freedoms of religion and belief, expression, and
association, through their Christian faith;

e Stop the harassment, arbitrary arrest and detention, and imprisonment of
Christians, including converts, in Iran;

o Respect the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, including the
freedom to have or to adopt or change a religion or belief of one’s choice, and
freedom, either individually or in community with others and in public or private,
to manifest one’s religion or belief in worship, observance, practice and teaching, as
guaranteed under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which
Iran is a state party.


https://www.assyrianpolicy.org/post/assyrians-in-iran-imprisoned-for-activities-related-to-the-practice-of-christian-faith
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/6ae567_574d75180cb742f4848d8117bfeb694e.pdf

